LIFE OF 
THOMAS AMBROSE POULTER 
FROM HIS DIARY 


Ogden City, Weber County, Utah 
4, February 188, 
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“dhe am I, sir? Boy T. Ae 
"You land lubber, go below, sir." 


-T- 


I went too quickly. The next day, I was picked out for the 
ward reom officers, 


One day one of the boys was cleaning Imives, and at this time, 
he had the carving knife in his hand, At this time, I stuttered bad. He 
mocked ms, I gave him a smeller on his nose. He then stabbed me in the wrist 
which made blood spurt all over me, I then pitched in and I blooded him 
ali over and myself too. We were both marched on the quarter deck, We had 
The Captain called the boy,aSpaniard, o gave orders 
which he got in good style. 


Lend hove in sight, and the next day, we cast anchor at the 
wonderful rock of all rocks, even Gibralter. This place is a noted place, 


to 
away up in the mountains, a large cave where the water 
would drip down and form pillers of solid stone of all colors. This stone 
would be worked up into ink stands, fancy book stands, etc. The re would 
who would shout and describe the wonders of this 


to give him a quarter, We went see Chapels powder magaz 
then went to see the market which was filled with delicious gra end 
oranges ond lemons, dates, fish 


was sold remarkably cheap. Cigars per box, twenty-five cents per hundred, 
Tobacco—twelve cents per pound, Wine an 
was very cheap. No duty on the goods; it was a free port. 


There were two large ships or hulks here, where the convicts were 
kept under the strictest law. They would land every day on the shore to 


ringing 
time and ali the priesthood carried out the old style in all. it's force, 
The British Government does not interfere with ony creed. It was here, 
you leave me alone--i will you, 


On the corner of the Main Streets, were statues of the Apostles, 
one on each corner of the streets. I observed the Maltese would stop and 
take off their hats and cross themselves. The females would count their 
beads. I went, as ususl, to a hotel with the officer, Here I fell in 
love with a beautiful Greek girl. She was a beauty. I one day hired a 

to the place where St. Paul was wrecked, but I uo sooner 








ale 


Sicily, and Athens, All these places, I would get some relic of 
these towns, 


At last, we struck the fleet at Vola Bay, Oh, what a sight! 
A grand, magnificant sight{ A large fleet of all sizes, and war ships 
of every nation. They were painted in the grandest style, but the sight 
was grand. 


The fifty boys were sent on board of H. M. Ship Calondia, 120 guns, 
We all had to pass the doctor, The signal was hoisted to the fleet for the 
ships that wanted the boys to come and get them, I was picked to go on 
board of the ship "Revenge" of 74 guns, by the Officer, Lee Gouldsmith. 
At this place, I went ashore to wash my clothes, The shore was lovely, 
The mountains were jasper stone, and turkish stone, At this place, wild , 
grapes grew as large as our plums, dates, and figs, The Turkish men would 
come on board to trade, They would sell you nice straw; no, not straw— 
it was made from some leaf, They would fill the hat with grapes, figs, 
dates, all for half a crow or fifty cents, They were great smokers, They 
would trade in musk, furs, silks and pipes at any price, The scent would 
stink the ship, The Turkish women were hard to see for they were not 
allowed to speak to anyone, They wore a thick veil over their faces, The 
Turks were the handsomest men I ever saw, eyes like eagles, 


The officers and sailors were remarkably kind to me, The fleet 
made seil for Malta, On our way, we would have sham fighting matches, and 
sham battles, On our arrivel et Malte, wll wes bustle. As our ship was 
three years in service, the Admiral gave the Captain orders to proceed home 
to England to be paid off, While we were so preparing, a ship or war from 
England arrived, Our relief=li,M. Ship Belorifin, 75 guns, 


A private of the Royal Marines had killed the sergeant, He was 
sent a prisoner to our ship, Placed between two guns both feet in irons, 
with a guard over him, Every day a gun would be fired for all the Captains 
to come on board and try the prisoner, After a long trial of six weeks, 
he was found guilty, His sentence was death, To be hung by the neck 
until dead, The prisoner was Irish by birth, The prisoner broke out in: 
"Revenge is sweet, I will die like a man,” As he came down the hatchway, 
he asked me for a glass of water, I was standing by the steward's door, 

I was just going to drink a glass of lemonade in which I handed him to 
drink, He drank it and said, "God bless you, my boy." The next day, he 
was hung at eight o'clock in the morning at the main yard, on board his 
own ship, All hands of the fleet turned out to see him hung, We then 
took the mail on board, and sailed for England, ani called at the Rock 

of Gibraltar for supplies, and sailed for Old England, 


On our arrival, we fired a salute of fifteen gms. AS soon 
as we anchored at Spithead, boats weve flocking by the shore, Girls of no 
end came to them on board, Such kissing, such fainting, such crying} The 
next day we went to the Harbor to be paid off, We had to strip the ship 
of everything and return everything to the dock yard, Peddlars and Jews 
and girls were swarming or board, The day we were paid off, the fun 
began. The sailors would get piles of clothing, md then get a fast boat 
and skip off, I went ashore with two lads. Twins--so mich alike, you could 
not tell them apart, Their name was Mutton. Their sister wes very kind 
to me. At this time, I had been sway from home for three years. Because 
my father flogged me, I would not go home, so 1 stopped at Portsmouth until 
I spent all of my money, and then joined H. M. Sloop of War, the Hyacinth 
of 18, 16, 32 pounders and two long tons. I had fallen in love with two 
fine girls while on shore, 





This vessel was well manned with first class men, and aims. 
In these » We hed flint locks to all cur gms. I was still a first 
class looked so young. Our orders were to proceed to the Cape of 


Petty Officer made six, of course, the best looking and smartest 
ship. Often Simes when in the boat, the waves of +t. 

us whieh took up our time to off hate ' 
Captain was eat the ruddee lines. At last orders came to prepare for sea. 
The Rrt Admire] end pay barge came to pay us our two months advange, Oh, 


at least, The ship wes again flooded with girls, mon's wives, peddlers 
and Jews, Oh such kissing and hugging and fainting! 


We then made esil for St. Helena where the great Napoleon was 
confined, One day, one of the boys was holding the loglins. The force 
of the speed crew him off the poop. Then for ths first time, I 
the cry, "man overboerd]" Oh, what a shudder went through the ship, Wow 
Came the orders thick and fast, Let go tine first 
gig~-which was soon done by the brave of the brave, The sea was rough. About 
all the ship's hands were on deck. The boy was one of hum, 


I had now lost my chun, 
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We arrived at St. Helene, took in water and hired a cook for 
the Captain, I was taken from the top, and made the Assistant Mid- 
shipman's steward, The next thing of interest was crossing the line, 
This was fun for some, The old sailors would find who had crossed the line 
before, so as to heve the sport on those who had not. Now for the fm, It 


Stying: “My neme is Nephune, the God of the Sea. Have you eny of my 
children aboard? The officer then seid "Yes, come on board." Then 
Neptune would say, "What ship is that, and who is she comnanded by?" 
Then the officer of the watch would say, "This is H.M. Ship Hyecinth 


ropes. Up he walked with a three-tonged spear in his hand, a pot of gold, 
His face was all painted red, his body ali naked to his waist. All was 


asking the Ceptein a2 lot of questions, which the Captain answered as if 

he was the real God of the Sea. Now the boat, all thie time was long 

side of the ship. As the farewell shake of the hands was going on, dow came 
lots of water from a loft, which mde all the hands seetter in confusion, 
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They were delicious fish. 





é 3 ot ie 

, pik aE By a sts i gy ft i ; #882 
He Te Be wubb Hee tt 
iene a3azp Hie i, he fy adi 


z 
nine eh He if 
ine meses p: i (ine un | eh 


sae 34 2 ; tia . 
TH ayia Hae ies 
i aa eet i? ‘if tH Bilas He 


A. peal all 5 er to .: 
2933 e143 a 333 ff 3 
aan UE A eusteeaalannesitagsdadlsltaal 


=-]2— 


written by the Protestant Religious Tract Society, The title of it wes 
the "Seaman's Friend." I read this book halfway through, and threw it 
down not to read anymore of it, Orders came for the ship to sail for 
the port of Tanang. As we were going through the Straits ofMelakker, 
one of the Lieutenants got drunk, The Captain ordered him to his cabin 
under arrest, with strict orders to stop all his drink, The sudden 
stoppage was the cause of his death, for he died two days after. The 
ship's carpenter wanted to cover his coffin with cloth, but the Captain 
would not allow it. He told him to paint it with black paint. M@his man's 
sudden death, and his funeral gave me the blues, I again took the book of 
the "Seamen's Friend," and read it again, It gave me some hope, but I 
thought nothing but Hell, I wanted to do something good to get Cod's 
mercy. At this time, I did not know anything sbout religious creeds, 
only “99 Church of Rome, and the English Church, and very,very little 
of tha’ Py 


We now arrived at Singapore and one morning, as I was taking 
a cup of coffee up to the officer of the watch on the quarter deck and 
I was halfway up the hatch, the ship was struck with lightning, It tore 
the main top mast, split the main yard, and ran on the chain cable 
through the Morse hole into the sea, I felt so sick, and it was the 
chain cable that saved my life. This was a narrow escape indeed, 


The village of Tanah is a lovely place with some of the 
beautiful birds and parrots, The forts are supplied with all kinds of 
provisions, This is ea great place for spice of all kinds, There is 
a hospital at this place, a fine Church, and many fine houses, The 
grave yards are laid out in fine flower beds. The girls at this place 
marry at ten years of age. One of our officers married a young ledy 
here, a rich planter's daughter, and as they were eating their marr- 
dage breakfast, the bride died of heart disease, So the officer lost 
his bride. The people were very kind to hin, 


The Admiral's ship came here, and he came on board and 
drilled us at our guns and gave the Captain a going over for not hoiste 
ing the lightning conductor every evening. He ordered us to create a 
forte on the Siamese coast to blockade the same, This fort and the tow 
were the property of the Siamese, but the Malay had got it into their 
hands, The Siamese had a large army on shore, so their supplies were 
all cut off as we stopped all supplies by the sea, All our boats but 
the Captain's gig and jolly boat, and nearly all the officers and men 
were on shore to cut off supplies from the army in the fort, We had 
a fine time of it, The men had fine times in the boats, The weather 
was beautiful, They got lots of fish and eggs and poultry. Mr. 
and Mr, Knox were all I had charge of. The fresh beef was so t t we 
could not eat it, and eggs being cheap, we easily ate from eight to twelve 
at a meal. We got fresh butter every morning in small bars containing 
sbout two ounces. It was made of goat's milk, We also got a vegetable 
called the Yaham. This was a delicious vegetable; some of them would 
weigh five or six pounds each, The meat would not keep over ten hours— 
4t was so hot and sultry. We threw piles over board every evening. I 
made lots of curry nearly every day. 


By throwing so much meat overboard it caused the fish to come about 
the ship. We could see lots of tiger sharks. These sharks were very 
viseious, terrible spotted monsters. These sharks were supplied with two 
small pilot fish—one on eack side of their gills or mouth, and they would 
hold on by the mouth of the shark in the time of danger as the shark was 
a power in the water, The Captain sent the jolly boat on shore to bring 
a canoe off to the ship. The Captein gave the boys the strict orders to 
tow off the cances stern of the jolly boat, and as the boys were bringing 
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off the boat, there were two of the boys in the jolly boat and two in 
the canoe, The Captain hailed the boys to get into the jolly boat, but as 
the boys sprang from the canoe the canoe flew back. The ¢ 
to come on board, The boy took the paddle, dug » 

round and over went the boat, The boy threw his arms over the 


water, and he never rose sny more. I was on the forecastle al] this time 
watching with intense arxiety, Did I say he was a boy? He was a fine 
young man over twenty years of age, rated but a first-class boy. Shame 
on the Captain, and the Admiral of the British Nevy, but so it is, policy 
for ths sake of favor, Dam such favor] The British people don't want 
any such favor or such policy men in her ranks, A 


After the accident, I went to my cabin amd wept bitterly. Te 
think, I fought this boy only 2 day before. It preyed upon my mind a 
great deal, I thought of his poor mother, who was a widow woman living 
at the Isle of Wight. I was down on him too, but this horrible death 
of being torn to pieces by sharks. How horrible to contemplate] Remorse 
took hold of me. I could not sleep. I read the "Seamen's Friend" again, 
I went to my hammock, I dreamed I saw heaven, and hell, Hell was Hell, 
I had to march up and down a long passage at one end of Heaven, Here 
they were singing and praying. All was peace and happiness, and love, 
On the other end was Hell. Here the people were cursing, swearing and 
fighting. No peace, but I saw no fire and brimstone. About four o'clock 
in the morning while in my hemmock, I felt as if some hand held me by the 
arm, It pained me. I jumped from my hammock, end went in between the 
pumps, fell on my knees and cried out, "lord, be merciful to me, a sinner." 
Three times I cried out. I felt a change come over me, I felt a new 


became, I took notice of everything that I wes surrounded with, I could 
see the wonderful works of the Lord of Hosts. I now read the Bible every 
day, the Old and the New Testament, I did not widerstand only felt the 
great and wonderful love of the Lord Jesus, I learned two things. One was, 
‘when I can read my title clear to mansions in the skies", and the other, 
"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believing ear." I prayed three 
times a day with my head on a table, All the officers away, I had it all 
to myself--no one to trouble me, 


The Princess would come on board to seek counsel, At last after 
three months, they concluded to turn over the fort to the ships, and threw 
themselves on our protection, All the troops and people went on board of 
prows, and steered for Tanah, to get protection under the British flag. 

The Priests and Princess, came on board the ship bringing a few of their 
guard, They were all armed with creases, a dagger that made a terrible 
wound, They also had spears and seimitars. This was a large sword to 
take off your head, The Priests would rise at sunrise, spread a piece of 
carpet on the quarter-deck, and worship the sun and do the same thing at 
sunset. It mow came time to sail for Tanah with the Princess. On our arre 
ival the Sargeant of the Royal Marines was sent on shore and died, In the 
night we put on shore two men, the carpenter and the mate for bad conduct. 
Death was their doom, They had been court martialed. They were put dowm 
in the log book as rum aways. We stayed here for some time. While here 
Mr. Burkley got tight and was confined to the cabin. He was crazy, but I 
put some brandy in his coffee, md tea, and so saved his life. For this 
act. of kindness he never forgot. 
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i said, "my mind is mde up to go to England," 
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If you are not engaged I would like 


"Well, sir, what ship were you in last?" 


"My Lord, I am & steward. 


paid off today." All right over I went. 
to join you." 
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a kind of help to his Lordship in telling him what to do. Just as Z 
got all things in working order Miss Wolsey having heard that I was 

a steward, wrote to his lordship that I had joined the Mormons, who 
were a wicked deluded lot and that I would turn his ship upside down, 
So his Lordship seid to me, “Steward, are you a Mormon?" 

"Yes, my lord." 

"Well, I have a letter from a lady who writes and tells me 
you advocate the same, Now steward, I think a great deal of you, but I 
want you to understand that I am the Minister of this ship as well es 
the Captain, so I want you to bear in mind that I will not allow you 
nor any other man to preach or teach any religion, but the Church of 
England at your peril. Now see to it," 

- I was so confounded and astonished at this lady writing in 
this way as she did and the threat of lord Beauclark that I made up 
my mind to quit the ship and leave the Navy, but this was no easy 
task to do as all my clothing and bedding was on board. I now made 
up my mind to leave theship. There was at this time two Mormon 
Elders working in the dock yard; I went to their house and told them 
that the Captain was a tyrant and that I had made up my mind to leave 
the ship at all hagards, but I wanted their help. One of the Elders 
remarked that I was going to take a bold stroke in leaving a man of 
war guarded on side$ by royal guards, "I know," I said, “But I am 
going to leave the ship at all hazards and risk." 

One of the Elders said, "let us all three bow the knee and ask the 
Lord to bless us, for if the officers knew it they would leave their 
place in disgrace," 

After we had prayed, one of the Elders asked if the lord had 
opened the way for me to go if I got clear of the ship, "Yes," 

Now for the plen, Now brother I want you both to be at the 
landing place at twelve o'clock and I will be there or soon after 
with my box and bedding. If I get so fer safe I will jump out of the 
boat and each of you take charge of my clothes while I jump on the 
trein for London. Now this day his Lordship had lunch on board at 
twelve o'clock, He hed for his lunch roasted pheasant, lemon pudding 
and coffee amd dessert to finish off with. Now at this eime all the 
ship's crew had their dinner and the young officers. 

"Now," I said to the Captein's valet, "Now Willian while the 
Captain is eating his lunch I will go on shore and get some milk for 
his coffees," 

I had in the pantry my razors, hair brush, combs end a new 
trumpet that cost me eight pounds. These I thought wisdom to leave 
in the pantry; on deck I went. I asked the watch to let me have two or three 
men to put my chest end epare bedding in the boat as I wanted to take 
them on shore out of the wey. The men were ordered, I hailed = boat that 
I wanted to teke and went for the landing leaving all on board in perfect 
ignorance of my bold trick. Qn landing on shore there were the two faith- 
ful elders waiting, Each one now took charge of my things. I paid the 
water wan, gave the elders some cash end off I started just in time to 
go to London on the train. 

On my arrival home my mother felt very bad to think that I had 
to thus run away from my ship. "Now Thomas," she said, "You had better 
go out of town for the officers will be after you." I now went to 
brother William's, but his advice was to clear off some where until 
the ship sailed, 

During this time what are they doing on board the ship? Let 
us see, “William, has the steward returned with the milk?" "No, my 
Lord." 

"Why, two hours and not returned yet? What is the matter?" 

On deck went ny lord. "Now sir," to the officer of the watch, 
"How did my steward go on shore?" 

“Why he went on a waterman's bost and took his sea chest and 
bedding on shore." 
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The guard at the door sent in the valet and I proved him a 
liar and a villain, He was placed in irons with bread and water for four- 
teen days on the next deck away from the steward's quarters. The Cap- 
flogged for getting drunk. 
now te sea with the channel fleet. The 
Admiral was Sir Charles Parker. In the Bay of Biscay a storm came and 
we caught fire in the cosl bunks, We put in to a seaport on the coast of 
@ ship bringing all kinds of 
provisions, live sheep, hay, fruit, poultry, eges, butter, cheese, and 
let us have everything cheap. In the evening the 
he hoat, like so many wild colts, no hats or 
bonnets but ruddy and young, They wented to come on board to dance, but 
the Captain would not ellow it, The girls and the men got mad, We stayed 
at this place for three days. We found the fleet at anchor, The Admiral 
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town. While we stayed bere at this place, I went ashore every morning 


& picnic on shore, It took us three days to prepare for this, I had 
ladies of some fine old mansion took all the crowd over to he 


a brendy, 
were in this case also, I went up the hill te St. Micheel's cave, a lerge 


kind, wine end Agers, oranges and flowers. There were lovely Spanish girls 
by the hundreds on our arrival at Lisbon. I took all the goods to the 
English Ambassadors, where I fell in love with a pretty Portugese girl. 
She wanted to get mrried, On my arrival to England, I sent the wine and 
the three boxes of eau de cologne to different people, in Ingland—-the 
wine to my mother, I also took some large onions and large grapes to the 
Lady at Portsmouth as e present, I went to see my old friends at Casport. 
I had a good time there. Again we were ordered to lisbon to go to Algiers 
to punish Moore for piracy. We anchored in the Bay, loaded the 
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